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SUBJECT: ECE POSSIBLE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

REE: GENEVA 5664 

1. MISSION HAS RECEIVED COPY OF LETTER DATED 7 JULY 1977 

FROM CANADIAN AMBASSADOR GENEVA TO ECE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
STANOVNIK IN RESPONSE TO STANOVNIK'S LETTER OF 9 MAY 1977 
ON QUESTION OF POSSIBLE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON PROTECTION 
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OF THE ENVIRONMENT. LETTER QUOTES VIEWS OF CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENT ON SUBJECT AS FOLLOWS: 

2. QUOTE: IN GIVING CONSIDERATION TO THE QUESTION OF A 
HIGH-LEVEL MEETING WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ECE ON 
THE PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT, THE CRITERIA ENVISAGED 
BY CANADA EOR ANY SUCH A MEETING INCLUDE LIMITATION IN 
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SCOPE, PREFERABLY TO A SINGLE TOPIC AND THE ASSURANCE OF 
ADEQUATE PREPARATION OF NECESSARY GROUNDWORK IN ADVANCE 
OF MEETING TO PERMIT CONCRETE RESULTS. 

3. QUOTE: THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT NOTES AND APPROVES THE 
FURTHER CRITERIA ESTABLISHED BY RESOLUTION 1 (XXXII) FOR 
ANY HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON THE ENVIRONMENT WITHIN 

THE FRAMEWORK OF THE ECE. 

4. QUOTE: CANADA APPRECIATES THE WORK ALREADY CARRIED 
OUT IN EUROPE ON LONG-RANGE AND/OR TRANSBOUNDARY AIR 
POLLUTION. IN THE LIGHT OF BOTH CANADIAN AND ECE CRITERIA, 
CANADA VIEWS THE TOPIC OF TRANSBOUNDARY AIR POLLUTION AS 
THE MOST SUITABLE FOR CONSIDERATION BY A HIGH-LEVEL 
MEETING, SHOULD SUCH A MEETING BE DECIDED UPON. PROPOSALS 
FOR OTHER TOPICS WOULD REQUIRE CAREFUL EXAMINATION BY 
THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT. UNQUOTE. 

5. COPIES OF CANADIAN LETTER TRANSMITTED BY AIR POUCH 
TO lO/IEP KAHN AND EUR/RPE SWARTZVANDEN HEUVEL 
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